
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 June, 2023

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present –  George Peto (Chair), Ruth Appleby, Andrew Shone, Steve Bloomer & Denise Corkin
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers (Clerk). John Hartshorne, Corrinne Knight & one other

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Joanne Nichols
2. Declarations of interest – none were declared
3. Minutes of the last meeting – The minutes of the Ordinary and Annual meeting, having been circulated, 

were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend.
5. Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters:  Nothing was raised.
6. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. Anyone wishing to apply for a
grant should visit the website https://raywindfund.co.uk/ for details.
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk reported that he had received an email from Neil Snowdon 
(NCC) advising that another piece of work had taken a higher priority and as such the proposed work for 
Otterburn had been delayed but Mr Snowdon hoped there would be progress to report before the July Parish 
Council meeting. Disappointment was expressed by the Councillors and it was proposed to contact Cllr John 
Riddle to request whether anything could be done to progress matters given the length of time that has 
elapsed since the proposal was agreed between the Parish Council and NCC.
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale local footpaths: The Clerk provided an update on the quotes received from 
Martin Dodd for the two pieces of work along the Otterburn Trail. The fencing along the section adjacent to Le 
Petit Château has been agreed by Northumberland National Park. Mr Hartshorne raised a concern over the 
trimming of the trees that overhang the area where the new path will be. Some of these were old hornbeam 
that were part of a ‘corridor’ along the trail. Whilst it was recognised this work needed to be done Mr 
Hartshorne highlighted the need for a professional job so not to adversely impact the visual aspect and health 
of the trees. It was agreed to arrange a meeting with Mr Dodd about the matter. The second quote covered the
work to introduce drainage at the areas that are particularly muddy and slippery when wet. This quote has 
been agreed by Natural England. Mr Dodd advises he should be able to complete both jobs in June. 
d) item 6e: Electric power supply in the Millennium Green: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The 
Clerk advised he was waiting for a response from Mr Mitchell of Northern Powergrid as to how best proceed in 
light of the potential EV charging point being installed by NCC. 
e) item 6f: Northern Powergrid energy resilience grant funding: The Clerk reported he had heard from Lisa 
Murray from the Memorial Hall committee. A generator had been ordered that whilst a bit more expensive than 
the original unit identified this new one will negate the need for the storage heaters and possibly the gas 
stoves. Richard Wilson was due to work on the necessary electrics in the next couple of weeks.
f) item 6g: EV charging point at the Millennium Green: There was agreement from the Councillors to accept the
licence for the EV charging point without the need to seek independent legal representation. The Clerk was 
asked to return to NCC with confirmation and highlight the suggested location within the car park for the 
charging point.
g) item 6h: School flashing light and other roadside signs  :   The Clerk reported that he had received 
confirmation that the work to repair the sign would happen however as yet a date for the work had not been set
h) item 6i: Footpath towards Otterburn school  :   The Clerk shared an email from Geoff Cairns (NCC) advising 
that due to the amount of resource required on grass cutting the work on the path and overhanging hedge to 
the school would have to wait until at least the grass cutting season was over. The Councillors expressed their 
disappointment especially as the original request was made in August 2022. Additionally as many children 
walked and cycled to the school it was felt there may be a health and safety concern with the narrow path and 
overhanging bushes. It was agreed to share the latest development with Alison Woodcock, Head Teacher at 
the school and Cllr John Riddle. 
i) item 6j: Parish Council vacancy: The Chair and Councillors welcomed Denise Corkin who accepted the invite
to be co-opted on to Otterburn Parish Council.
j) item 6k: Redevelopment of the Otterburn public toilets: The Clerk shared the email from Paul Jones (NCC) 
that suggested refurbishment work would happen in Q2, 2023 although the work itself was still to be confirmed.

7. Finance
a) Finance update: The Clerk advised the current bank balance was £18,645.41.
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b) Clerk’s salary and expenses for May, 2023: The payments of £301.92 & expenses of £4.00 & £1.99 were 
agreed.
c) Payment of invoices to C. Mowatt for grass cutting: There was agreement to pay the two invoices for 
£188.00 + VAT and £91.00 + VAT.
d) Payment of the Parish Council insurance premium: The premium was reduced by £10.90 as there was no 
garden equipment and there was agreement to pay the new premium of £587.16.

8. Planning
a) 23/01800/FUL: Extension to existing orangery to form a larger function room with associated landscaping. 
Provision of 2no condensers to external wall, removal of a tree to south elevation and relocation of existing 
bollard lights to perimeter of extension: Woodhill Hall, Otterburn, NE191JX: Mrs Knight provided details to the 
application submitted. There was agreement from all Councillors to support the application.

9. New Business
a) Local Transport Programme 2024/25: There was discussion as to what should be included. It was agreed 
that despite the comments from NCC regarding the area from Willow Green junction to Otterburn Hall Estate, 
there was an increasing number of pedestrians using the road. At night without any street lights or pavement it 
was highlighted that it was dangerous and action was required to make this road safer before there was an 
accident. A previous request for a 20mph speed limit in Brierley Gardens and Willow Green was highlighted 
and questioned as to what was happening with that. It was agreed to finalise the request at the July meeting.
b) Fireworks at Woodhill Hall on 24 July: The Clerk advised he had been notified that there would be a short 
firework display at Woodhill Hall on 24 July at approximately 10.30pm. 
c) Hedge trimming request at play area / Willow Green: There was agreement that the hedge required 
trimming back and the Clerk was asked to contact Chris Mowatt.
d) Bike station: The Clerk provided details of his research on the options. It was agreed he and Cllr Shone 
would meet to decide the best to purchase assuming there was a successful grant application made initially.

10. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Mr Hartshorne reported that he had placed a few signs about the village highlighting where there were a 
number of ‘unusual’ plants growing. The signs provided a bit of information about the plant and asked that no 
one cut that area. The Councillors supported the initiative.

11. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 4 July, 2023 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
Meeting closed at 8.15pm.
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